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Evolution of the Economy

1970: Only 20% 
forest cover.

Exports: Coffee & 
Bananas

Environmental
services; ie 

Carbon Market

1980: Tourism, 
sustainability

English, 
computers in 

education, 
Diverse exports

1994: Intel opened 
operations in Costa 

Rica

2018: 1/5
Fortune 100 
companies 

with operations 
in CR



Costa Rica in numbers



International Economy



Connectivity



Future Thinking: The present



High Tech Industry: 
¨Costa Rica is leader in production process sophistication in Latin America …¨



Aerospace Cluster

Founded in 2014.  30 companies  1500 Jobs

1/3 with AS9100  10% interanual growth



Industry Overview



Other Clusters

• Services: #1 service exporter in Latam. WEF 2017

• Light Manufacturing

• Food Industry

• Cluster with Academia involved:

• Advanced Manufacturing: engineering, product design and R&D for
electronics and aerospace,new microchip tech design.

• Life Sciences: Medtech/Nanotech. Second exporter on medical
devices in Latam.
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